CHAPTER XXIII
THE ROYAL PREROGATIVE
The decision to dissolve—Asquith at Sandringham—His conversation with the
King—The Cabinet Memorandum to the King—Asquith and Lord Orewe at
Buckingham Palace—The " Hypothetical Understanding "—The Parliament
Bill in the House of Lords—A " Death-bed Kepentance "—The December
Election—Home Rule an issue.	j. a, S.
1910 it had been understood between parties that the failure of the
Age 58 Qonference W0uld restore the status quo at the time of King Edward's
death, and this meant for the Government taking up the question
of the House of Lords with his successor at the point at which it had
been suspended by that event. What that point was it is important
to bear in mind. King Edward had notified that he should require
a second election before using his prerogative to overcome the
opposition of the House of Lords to the Parliament Bill, and Asquith
had steered his course accordingly. But he had naturally taken for
granted that, if he complied with King Edward's condition and the
result was decisive, the use of the prerogative, if needed, would
follow as a matter of course. It now became necessary to ascertain
whether his son and successor would accept the same test, and act,
as presumably his father would have done, in like circumstances*
There was for the Minister only one other possible course, as he
saw the situation—that he himself should resign and throw upon the
Opposition the onus of dealing with the situation, if they could. He
was prepared for this in the last resort, but he considered it the worst
of all solutions for reasons which he explained to the House of
Commons in the following year:
H If we had resigned, the Bang, 1 have no doubt, would have sent for
the right hon. gentleman opposite, the Leader of the Opposition, who
might or might not have undertaken the responsibility of forming &
Government* If he had not, of course matters would have remained
just as they were. If he had, it was a matter of common knowledge that
a Government so formed could not have existed for a week in the then
House of Commons for the simple but sufficient reason that the House
faotrid fcave refused to grant supplies. A Dissolution, therefore, was
iwvitelble, and there was no ground whatsoever for thinking that a
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